GLVWG Newsletter – December, 2018
Welcome to the end of the first quarter of 2019. How's your writing going?
In case you need motivation or want to improve your writing, check out
GLVWG's The Write Stuff Writers Conference. It's coming up very soon.
Have a great day.
Write on!
Sandra Almonte
Newsletter Chair
Email: glvwg.newsletter@gmail.com

March, 2019

Conference Countdown
March 21 - 23, 2019
Dawn M. Sooy, Conference Chair

March is roaring in like a lion bringing wintery weather and record lows in
the temperature. Thinking back to how our 2018 conference began, I’m
hoping to see this weather end within the next two weeks and have blue
skies and clear roads by March 21st.
As always, the conference committee worked very hard over the past several
months, and we have a fantastic line up of speakers, workshops, and also agent/publisher/marketing
appointments.
Have you been checking out GLVWG’s Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Lehigh-ValleyWriters-Group-GLVWG-165117371531/ and blog https://glvwgwritestuffblog.wordpress.com/ ? If not
you should be. There is a wealth of information contained here to satiate anyone’s curiosity about what
is going to happen at Write Stuff Conference™ 2019.
See you all there.
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The Write Stuff Writers Conference

2020
Co-Chair anyone?
Charles Kiernan, 2020 Conference Chair

The Write Stuff Writers Conference 2020 (or Write Stuff Vision 20/20) is in progress. I will be the
Chair for this upcoming conference, but I would dearly love to have a Co-Chair. Our committee has
been hard working, skilled, successful, and very stable for years, which means it’s time for some new
ideas, and a new face.
Being the Co-Chair is not a hard job; nor is being Chair for that matter. Over time the committee has put
together a paint-by-numbers check-list, on a spread-sheet-we-are-so-organized, which has simplified
producing this event.
The Co-Chair is meant to help the Chair, just as all the members of the committee do, and during the
conference be second in charge. It is hoped the following year that the Co-Chair would be the new
Chair. Ultimately, what this does is create a group of members who understand how to run this
conference.
If being Co-Chair sounds too ominous, then consider simply being part of the committee. Again, we
want new ideas, a new face, and another set of hands to help.
As volunteers who help out on the day of the conference know, doing something for the conference, no
matter how small, gives one a sense of ownership. This conference belongs to its members and
especially to the people who labor and put it together, and they get to choose the presenters!
Writing can be a lonely art form, but here is a way to promote writing and rub elbows with others.
Please consider becoming part of our committee for the Write Stuff Writers Conference Vision 20/20.
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Christopher D. Ochs

It's All Talk
Marketing - if you're like me, the thought leaves a bad taste in your mouth.
Unfortunately, it's a necessary part of your job as a writer.
Books don't sell themselves, y'know.
At least, not beyond the initial sales to family and friends.
So how to help spur flagging sales?
Think along the lines of "merchandising."
No, I'm not talking about making little chotchkys like pens or bookmarks, all emblazoned with your name and
your book's cover.
I'm talking - Talks.
Create a 45 minute presentation about a topic related to your book, leaving 15 minutes for Q&A.
The best time to craft your talk, along with drafting visual aids (like Powerpoint), is before your book goes to
press.
Then sell your talk -- before you sell your book.
Pick up the phone, send emails, and press the flesh.
Do all of the above, and whatever else you can think of, in order to arrange presentations at libraries, book
clubs, book stores, or special events related to your book's topic.
For example, for my collection of tales, myths & legends, I crafted a companion presentation "Everything
You Know About Fairy Tales is WRONG!" For my novel featuring talking animals, Jon Gibbs suggested that
I make a presentation entitled "10 Things You Didn't Know About C.S.Lewis."
Get the idea?
Whether your host pays a speaker's fee or not, open it and close your presentation with "By the way, buy my
book!"
Well, hopefully, you'll come up with something more polished than that...
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2019 GLVWG General Meetings
March (no meeting), April 27, May 25
10:00AM - 12noon
Held at the Palmer Library (1 Weller Place, Easton, PA 18045)
For more information, go here. If you want to see information about past presenters, just scroll down to the
"Past Events" section.

Writers Café
Craft Discussion with Read & Critique
Usually every second Thursday of the month
Held at the Palmer Library from 7PM - 9PM

Writers Café West
Craft discussion with Read & Critique
Usually every third Sunday of the month
Held at Wanamakers General Store from 1PM - 3PM
8888 Kings Hwy, Kempton, PA
Both are open to the public and free.
Get more details about the Writers Café and Writers Café West here.

Writing Prompt
The board members decided to add something fun to the newsletter. A writing prompt. There will be
one in every newsletter. It could be a title, a sentence, 3-4 words, 3-4 pictures, a mix of words and
pictures, etc. Here are the rules:






For members only.
Submissions are due on the 15th of February, May, August, and November.
Submissions are to be no more than 1000 words.
No inappropriate language or descriptions that would not be suitable for a young reader.
We reserve the right to exclude any writing submissions that are not appropriate for any reason.

Depending on how many submissions we get, we will publish 1-2 in the newsletter. As a bonus, we will
also publish your writing on our blog.
Submissions can be emailed to glvwg.newsletter@gmail.com
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Prompt for this issue:
Write about a disappointment that actually turned around for good.
Have fun!

Writings that were submitted are below. (Great job guys!)
Prompt: Before and After

Eye Opener
Dawn M. Sooy
Mornings. It’s winter outside, and I am reluctant to leave the warmth of the covers. But, alas,there is
only one thing that will nudge me from this pleasantry. Coffee. The smell of it brewing somehow
manages to weave its way into my nostrils through a closed door. Hot, full-bodied, caffeine-infused
liquid where, now don’t laugh, I add enough confection and vanilla flavored Coffee-mate to make a
sloth run a marathon. I guess the correct way to describe it is, “ma’am would you like a little coffee to
go with your cream and sugar?”
But I cannot brew a decent pot of coffee. My husband adds the water, and the ground up beans and all I
have to do is press the on button.Even so, what fills that glass container could burn holes in the carpet if
spilled. No amount of additives will make this swill drinkable.
After weeks of complaining about coffee that tasted like Lucy Ricardo stomped her feet in coffee instead
of grapes, I came down to the kitchen to see a Keurig coffee machine and little Folger’s K-cups. I stared
at this appliance and blinked my eyes a few times to make sure it wasn’t some leftover dream remnant.
Nope, it’s still there.
I brewed one and added my condiments. Ahh, the hot liquid rolled over my tongue, and my taste buds
did the cha-cha. How did I ever live so long without this perfect brewing machine?
Coffee made delicious time and time again. No more using the leftover to polish the silverware.

Paid Writing Contest!
The Marguerite McGlinn Prize for Fiction is an annual national short fiction contest that features a first
place $2,500 cash award to an awards dinner on the campus of Rosemont College; a cash prize of $750;
and a third place cash prize of $500. The winner stories will be published in the print issue of Fall of
Philadelphia Stories. Deadline: June 15. Find more details here: philadelphiastories.org/fiction-contest/
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Dan Krippene, Social Media Chair

It's that time of year where GLVWG plans its social media campaign for the 2019 Write Stuff
Conference™. We've already had a great start with Idelle Kursman's blog article, "Networking for
Introverts", an insightful article for those who struggle to connect at conferences. If you missed it, you
can find it on the GLVWG Write Stuff WordPress Blog. Beginning December, we will post next year's
conference marketing brochure. I'd like to encourage all members to download the PDF when
available and forward it to all your social media links like Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and Pinterest.
I belong to a many Facebook Groups of authors who share common interests, like our own member
group: GLVWG – The World Awaits (not to be confused with our public face at GLVWG Facebook
Page). Most group sites are open to the public, and usually organized by genre or topic, like Science
Fiction and Fantasy World, but usually require permission to join by an administrator. Two examples I
follow are Authors, with over 40,000 members, and Authors, Readers, Reviewers, and Bloggers
(>16,000 members). These and others are great places to get the word out with conference highlights.
Be sure you're signed up to receive email updates when we post a new article on the WordPress blog.
Help us get the word out with each new article by posting the link to your own Facebook page and other
social media accounts.
GLVWG Member Webpage: https://greaterlehighvalleywritersgroup.wildapricot.org/
GLVWG Blog Site: https://glvwgwritestuffblog.wordpress.com/
GLVWG Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Lehigh-Valley-Writers-Group-GLVWG165117371531/
GLVWG Yahoo Group Page: https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/glvwg/info(Members Only)

Charles Kiernan

We are looking for members to give very short presentations at the end of the general business
meeting and before our main presentation, which we call The Spotlight. Use it to introduce your new
work, talk about a past achievement, or a current experience. All our members would like to get to know
each other a little better. Here is the way.
If you are interested please contact Charles Kiernan at cjkiernan01@gmail.com.
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Dawn M. Sooy

At every GLVWG meeting, people are encouraged to share their recent successes and/or failures.
From the October meeting.

Successes:
Christine Gillies – Submitted a short story to the KaleidescopeWoJo holiday story contest and tied for
honorable mention.

Failure Stories:
No failure stories.

Want to submit a writing piece to be included in a GLVWG newsletter?
You can!
All submissions for the GLVWG newsletter are to be no more than 250 words. Please note that we reserve the right to exclude
any writing submissions that are not appropriate for any reason.
You can submit your writing piece at any time. If accepted, it will go into the upcoming issue.
Submissions can be emailed to glvwg.newsletter@gmail.com.
NOTE: The GLVWG newsletter goes out four times a year - March, June, September, and December. Submissions are due
15 days before the month the publication is going out or it will be included in the next issue.

From time to time there will be human errors. Below are corrections, if any.
WOOHOO! No errors to report in this issue.
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